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En tred a little way, into the State of 
o..r Publick Affairs in the precedent 
Papers, I have brought it down to the 
turn lately given them, by changing hands 


in the Miniftry 5 itis not for me to exa- 


imine, or pretend to know, or ét T did, co 
publith ail the Reafons Her Majefty found 
futhcient to move her, to difpoiefs tome Men 


_ of fome lower, which they Ill Exercis’d, 


ant worve deferv’. 


But the Publick Confequences of- things, 
are fubjected to every bodies Remarks, and 
not te launch too far ia the ftrange variety 
of things, I fhall at prefent only trace the 
Behaviour of the Party difplac’d, the Tem- 


_ per and Conduét of the Perions and Party, 


and fhow thereby, as well the Neceffity 


there was of putting them out, asthe Ne- 
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ceffity there is ftill of keeping them fo; one 
of which will apparently arile from the 
other. 

The firft Attempt thefe Gentlemen made 
upon the declining of their Powers, and 
when they faw itinfome Danger, was by 
their Intereft in Parliament, totry if they 
could not fhow thenfelves there, too formi- 
dable to be meddl’d with. 

Tam not of the Opinion, fome too warm 
People entertain’d, that French Money had 
reach’d the Integrity of our Reprefenta- 
tives, and thar the Multitude of Louis d’ Ors 
we faw at the beginning of this Reign, 
were the Effeét of Brives fent over from 
France, to Debauch our Countellors , Lale 
waysthought the Bluck Lift a peice of Scan- 
dalous Forgery, the Ponffneers a trifling 

Banter 5 


Banter ; and the Story of the Oyfter-Barrel 
full of Piftoles, had nothing in it fo bad as 
the Confequence, to one poor Gentleman, 
in bringing in his Creditors upon him, fup- 
pofing he had receiv’d a great Bribe, which 
I believe he would have been very glad had 
been true. 

Our Party needed no Bribes, and the 
"French King is too wile to throw away his 
Money, where he fees no occafion for it 5 
they that will do his Work for nothing, 
have no need of being prompted; and 
when Men’s private Ineereft or Spleen, 
pufhes them on without his Affiftance, to 
do his Work and their own together ; like 


the Devil with fome fort of Sinners, Be 


letsthem alone, they need no Temptati- 
on. 

Thus it happen’d here; the Bufinefs thefe 
Gentlemen had before them, was to make 
their Intereft appear fo ftrong in the Houle 
of Commons, that the Court fhould not 
think it fafe to attack them ; and that the 
Queen fhould apprehend if they were ail- 

lac’d, it might bein their Power to Em- 

arrafs Affairs, check Supplies, and leave 
asall in a Condition not to be able to carry 
on the War. 

How far they went in this, I need not re- 
capitulate , and how near they were to ob- 
taining their Ends 5 J cannot think any trve 
Englijbman can forget, how all their Procee= 
dings met with a check, by the fteadinefs 
and Vigour of the Houfe of Lords, cannot 
be pals’d over with Silence. 

*Tis impoffible to defcribe, how ftrange- 
ly every attack they made there was re- 
pods how by the ftrength of Reafoning, 

y force of Argument, by Law, and by 
meer Juftice, the Commons were baff’d 
in every Attempt they made. 

I ani not going to enter into the Hiftory 
of the Proceedings, they are of fach re- 
cent Memory, that they needno Repetiti- 
on; buc in general, no Man that makes a- 
ny Remarks of Publick Affairs, but muft 
remember the unequal Strife ; how the 
Commons were run a-ground in their own 
Meafures 5 how they found Impeachments 
they would not Profecute; took Excepti- 


ons at Words they could not cenfure 5 how 
the Impeach’d Lords offer’d themfelves to 
Tryal, Appeal’d to Juftice, and contemn’d 
the Scandal ; how my Lord Z. i= 
having then a good Caufe to defend, juftify’c 
his Words beyond poflibility of Reply —— — 
How they mifcarried in the Ailesbury Cale, 
and the Writs of Error, and hew that Mon- 
ftrous unheard of Petition to the Crown, 
to extend the Prerogative, appear’din the 
World. How their Occafional Bills were 
fo weakly defended, and yet fo obftinate- 
ly adhered to, that they ftood in their own — 
Light, and would not at firft accept of, 
what at latt they would have been glad of, 
How they with-held New Writs from Bur- — 
roughs, whofe Eleétiuns they had declar’d 
void, venturing thereby to make them. — 
felves an Imperteé&t Reprefentative. _ 
Thefe things are full Demonftrations of © 
what I am upon ; and the Defigns of a 
Party of Men, that aim’d at fubverting — 
our Conftitution , appear’d fo grofs, and 
indeed fo weak, that the whole World be- 


gan cto fee into che bortom of ir, ; 
I mnft not go over this Remark without. 
obferving, that now every ftep they took, 
was fo Excentrick, that like Syfipbus his 
Rolling Stone, which was to be roll'd up 
Hill 5 every Attempt weaken’d them, and — 
the farther they went upward, the ftronger — 
their recoiling Caufe came back upon 
them, into a Condition lefs able to main- 
tain themfelves , than they were bee 
fore. - 
Their Pen and Ink Advocates, that une 
dertook to defend their Proceedings, dig 
it fo abfurdly, fo fuperticially, and fo void 
of Evidence in Faét, that every Reply to 
their Arguments, made theif Friends bluh | 
for them 3 and though Sir # try’d 
all his Rhetorick, and mate things ap- 
pear, with a quite different Eace than. 
they were 5 yer, like his late Attempt 
upon Mr. M- —?; "twas as empty 
of Faét, as it was fpecions in Appea- 
Tance, and as few People were deceiv’d by 
One, as by t’other. 24 
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T is now fome time fince I receiv’d the 

following Letter, relating to che Di/- 
fenting Minijlers in the Country, being Af 
fef’d and Charg’d in the Countries, by 
Vertne of che Land Tax, or4s. Aids 
and in the Jaf Years Tax, I found it was 
too late ro give them any Redrels, becaufe 
th y had lap{s’d the time of Appeal, and 
had Voluntarily paid the Money , and I 
had taken no Notice of it now, had I not 
found, that in feveral Parts of England, 
they continue to Impofe upon them in the 
fame manner. I fhall however give the 
Letter in its Genuine Sence, and Anfwer 
it briefly at prefent. The Letter is as 
follows. 


STIR, : 
VV" mere inform’d here, that inthe 4 s. 
Tax as it was laid his Year, the Mi- 
nifters, neither of the Churchof England, or 
the Diffenters were not to be Tax’d, and 
thas asthe Letter of she Law does not affift them, 
fo me underftood, that at London they did not 
pay it, notwibftanding which in our Affe{sment, 
all the Diffenting Minifters in this Country are 
Tax’d, and fome have quieslp Paid it ——- 
Others having appeal’d 10 the Commiffioners, 
could obtain no Relief, but were told they muft 
pay it, and there Goods bave been diftrain’d 
for it> but among the reft, onr Minifter bz- 
aa Antiem Mun, and. baving no vifible 
Effeits to feize upon, they brought 4 Warrant 
from the sfuftice of Peace for tim, the poor 
“Gentleman being lameof the Gont, wes oblig'd 
to geta Cart for want of 4 Coach, to carry 
bim 10 the Fuftice, which was three Miles, 
when he came there, they told him he was Com 
plain'd apainft for no» Paying tbe Tax, and de- 
manded the Reafon why he did mot Pay she 
 Queen’s Tax ? the Minifter Reply'd 5 be was 
Inporis'd they bad no Right by Law 10 Demand 


#, and that be was not 10 be taxed by thie 

and produc’d the AG of law Ler 
Fuftice preacht a long and fometbing abufive Le- 
Gure 10 him of Difloyalty and DifaffeBion w 
the Government , and told kim, he fhould have 
appeal'd to the Commiffioners be told bim be 
bad appead, but could nor bave Fuitice, and 
being fick and lame, was wot able to go avd {peak 
for himfelf , the Fuftice threatned so fend bim 
to the County Fayl, and what with bye railing 
and threatning, fo over-aw'd tbe poor Map, thas 
to be quit, be chofe rasher to pay the money 
than di/pute it with bim , and fo bavea great 
many more in ths Country, and shofe thas bave 
not, have had their Goods cized upon, 
and fold td pay it — Fray, Sir, let us know 
what they do at London in this Cafe, and if it 
be not our due to pay, what courfe we muft take 
to defend our selves. 


_ This Letter, as before, has flept fome time 
in my Hands, and had ftill continued todo 
fo, had I notreceiv’d Repeated Accounts, 
that in a he many Placs in Englaad, 
the Commiffiuners and Affeffors, ftill con- 
tinue to impofe upon the Igorance in 
the Law, and the Peaceable Temper ot 
the Difenting Miiffers in remote Parts, 
and make ule of their Power and Authori- 
ty, to Impofe Illegally {uch Taxes and 
Impofitions, as the Law in no wife permits, 
and not at all agreeable, to the true intent 
and Meaning of the Act of Parliament. 
Thefe.are indeed buc a few Inftances, of 
the irttollerable Treatment, the Diffentiog 
Minifters meet with, in the Peaceable Ex- 
ercife of their Funétion, and the difcharge 
of their Duty and Truft——Buat fince it is 
that, which is to be eafily and Legally Re- 
dre(s'd, I think } make no Breach upon 
the Peaceable Temper, I Exhort all Peos 
ple , if I fay to thefe Gentlemen, 
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tis their Duty, to fefift this Violence; 
nor am { moving them to Rebellion, or to 
-Refiftance of the Magiftrate, when 1 fay, 
refift tkis Violence; 1 wou'd not be un- 
derftood, they fhould bar their Doors a- 
gainft the Conftables, and Stone the Col- 
le&tors ; but the Law has put Weapons in 
your Hands, and you are all wanting to 
your felves and to your Country, if you 
do not make ule of the Power the Law 
puts into your Hands to right your 
{clves. 

Every Minifter that pays this Tax, robs 


‘his Family of fo mach Money, and not 


only fo, but Racourages 2 Ravenous Par- 
ty to Ptunder others of his Honeft Neigh- 
bours, by putting a Powerful Argument 
into his Mouth, when he comes to demand 
it of another Minifter, viz. your Neigh- 
bour Mr. fuch 4 one, has Paid it without 
eny Scruple. 

Tis without dosbt the Daty of évercy 
Peaceable Subjcét, chearfully to Comply 
with, and freely to Pay afl fuch Taxes, as 
are Legallygiven , and t believe the wortt 
Enemies of the Party, will noc pretend to 
rank the Moai ano-g the People that 
Repine atthe heavieft Taxes: they have 
too great a Sence of the Value of Liber- 
ty, to gritch the juft Expence of deten- 
ding it. 

But to pay Taxes whore che Law hasnot 
demanded them, is to pay Taxes to che 
Commiffioners, not to the Governmente. 
Now not toener into the Proof of the 
Negative here, and Argue that the Difka- 
ting Miniftersare not lable to this Tax, 
on accuint of their Saflaries, or \Towanccs 
as Minifters; [ think it would be a Work 


of Courtefis, to the Affetfors and. owe. 


miffioners, if fome body Learned im che 
Law, M*. Roheatfal, o7 any fick common ghitn 
vovate of Arbririey Proceedings, wold on- 
dertake to tel! us, by which Parror Cla.fe 
in the Ataf Parlianent, they can have 
the leat Peetence to Tax the Difenters, 
which they hail have a'l poffible Scope and 
Efco ragement to do, and 1 the meaa 
rime; f ihal) Mm the next Review, recom 


mend to the Diffenting Minifters, a regular 
and exact Method, to deal with theie Ex. 
tenders of the Law, and back my Prefcrip- — 
tion with alate Ex«mple, which perhaps — 
may be as Diverting, as Inttruétive, 


- ana EeERai 


H E Gentleman that fent a Letter, 

the A ther of this Paper, Sign’ 
F. Kk. is deliz’d tq call at Mr. Matthews’s 
tor an AniweF. 4 


ess et eee 


4 E Gentlemac, who left aLeterfor 
the Author, at a Coffee-houfe in 
Birshing Lane, is aenr’d to take Notice, 
an Anfwer is left-tar him at the fare Coke 
tee-houte. ; 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
Jah Publin'd . 

be desaies Palmarurum Mathefeas: Or, a New 
~ Inteodaction to the Mathematics, contact — 
ing the Principles of Arithmetic and Geo- | 
metry Demonftrated. in a short and Ealier — 
Method 5 with their Application to rhe moit 
UWetul Pares thereof’: As, Kelol#ing of © 
Equations, [nfimste Sevies,makaing the Logarithms 
Titerctt, Simple and Compound 5 the chief Pro} — 
perttes of the Conic Sefions 5 Menfuration of — 
Surfaces and Solids , the Fundamental Precepts — 
oF Perfpective ; Trionomery we Laws of © 
Motion apply‘d to Methanic Powers, Gunnery, — 
&c.  Difigned for the enefit, and adapted to the 
re a Beginners: Mayon Jones. Prin-- 
ted tur feffery Waley ac the vdngel in St Paul's — 
Church- and 17066 


Lately publith’d . 


A Seosraphical and Hiftorkal Account of | 
*A the Principality of Catwonia, and Earl 
dom of Mar clon, Centaining the Deicripri-— 
on Of thar Gourttry and City, and of ail o- 
ther Placesof Nocz. and its Principal Rivers, 
thesuccefian of tts Princes, ated alt Notable- 
Ke valberrogs p fone tie re Ages, tas ard 
ent time, ca, Printed and foldtjry Joba 
Nett, Rear Sration:se Hal’; / he Bah Bi: 
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